GOING OVERBOARD

Matthew 14:22-33
 Intro: There have been many sermons of various applications preached from this passage of the Word of the Lord. Still, we have not preached it out. Jesus sent away his disciples to cross to the other side while he went apart into a mountain to pray. There, he prayed up a storm for them, and they thought that they would die in this storm. But in the midst of the night, Jesus came walking on the sea. The very thing that nearly drowned them seemed to not even be a bother to the Lord Jesus! Peter, seeing Jesus walking on the sea, asked if he could come and walk on the water as well. Jesus invited Peter also to come. I want to preach on “Going Overboard”.
That is what the world says. You step out by faith, you walk with Jesus, you overcome your storm, you ignore all the critics, and the world will say, “I understand the desire for people to become religious, but I don’t know why you have to just GO OVERBOARD with this whole ‘Jesus thing.’” But, Peter could have never walked on water, experienced a miracle, knew the power of Christ to save, or have walked back with Jesus to the boat had he not gone overboard!
I. PETER'S DESIRE: v. 28, Peter wanted to walk to Jesus. Peter was in a bad place, a horrible storm, at the end of himself, but Jesus was very close by! He sought after the Lord, his companionship, and his protection. He was even willing to step out by faith into an impossible situation to get to him. Do you desire to be near Jesus like that? Ps 42:1-2 “As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God. My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God” Paul had that desire: Php 3:10 “That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death.” Paul desired in every way to be near Jesus and to be made like him.

II. PETER'S DELIGHT: v. 29, what a great delight it is to the child of God when he wants to get near the Lord and he can hear the Lord’s voice inviting him into God’s presence. The storm didn’t matter. The circumstances were not important. What mattered is that the master had come and was calling for him! If Jesus said, “Peter, go overboard. Walk out here on this water”, then Peter KNEW he could do it. And he did! John 14:12 “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father.” Phil 4:13. Eph 2:10 “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.” While the world says you are going overboard; the WORD tells us that you can serve the Lord.

III. PETER'S DISTRACTIONS: v. 30, Peter got his eyes off Jesus and on the things happening around him. He’s gone overboard; he’s all in; he’s doing what Jesus said, but he got distracted. “boisterous” Strong, mighty, powerful, violent. When you go overboard, it will not be all rainbows and unicorns. There will be opposition, and there will be distractions. Don’t lose focus. If you begin to look at the world around you, it will bring fear. If you begin to look at the storms and the waves, you will cease to progress. Get your eyes on Jesus. Focus on him like you have blinders on to everything else.

IV. PETER'S DELIVERANCE: v. 31, There could be no more immediate and present danger than what Peter faced that day. He had feared for his life while in the ship; in the sea he had to be afraid when he began to sink! But Jesus was only a prayer away! It reminds me of Ps 40. He knows how to reach down when we are sinking low! Ps 50:15 “And call upon me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me.” Is 59:1. 
V. PEOPLE'S DECLARATION: v. 33, Peter went overboard. Some watching surely thought it wouldn’t work. I wonder how many questioned if he was just being foolish? But, when he came walking back to the ship with the Lord and Jesus had calmed the sea, all they could do was recognize Jesus for who he was. Matt 5:16 “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.”
Conclusion: Go ahead. Go overboard for Jesus today. Others will laugh in the beginning, but God will vindicate you in the end, and he will be glorified in it! He’s calling you today. You’ve never been saved, and while sailing life’s sea Jesus is calling you. You’re just sort of paddling along, struggling in the storm without real direction in your life, but Jesus is calling you. Go Overboard! Step out on faith! Give God your all! And see what he will do with your life.
