FOLLOWING JESUS IN THE STORM

Matthew 8:23-27

Intro: After delivering several parables in chapter 7, Jesus worked miracles in chapter 8 (Healing a leper, relieving the palsied man, stopping the fever of Peter’s mother-in-law, v. 16-17). He then entered into a ship to cross over to the other side. Nobody else knew it, but he was going to the other side because there was a man over there possessed with devils, running naked in a graveyard, and Jesus was going to help him. His disciples do not even know why he is getting on the ship. They don’t know why they are going across the sea. They don’t know who needs Jesus’ help. They don’t know what awaits them when they start on this voyage. All they know is that Jesus loaded up on the ship, and they followed him (v. 23). I am preaching with the Lord’s help on following Jesus into the storm.
The very reason the disciples were in the storm is because they followed Jesus. He led them right into it. He knew it was coming. He knew they would have to endure it. But, he led them into the storm, and they followed him. He had shown himself to be sufficient for the palsied man, the leper, the fevered, and the diseased, but in this storm he would show that he was sufficient for these disciples in the journey.
I. THE COVERED SHIP: v. 24, This ship covered with water is not like a ship covered with a tarp! When a ship is covered with water, it is submersed in the water. They were sinking. The boat was full of water, the wood was waterlogged and stretched to its capacity. Paul said of his troubles in II Cor 1:8 “that we were pressed out of measure, above strength, insomuch that we despaired even of life.” The Psalmist described his struggles while following the Lord in Ps 55:4-5 “My heart is sore pained within me: and the terrors of death are fallen upon me. Fearfulness and trembling are come upon me, and horror hath overwhelmed me.” Ps 124:4-5 “Then the waters had overwhelmed us, the stream had gone over our soul: Then the proud waters had gone over our soul.” Sometimes, following the Lord, life can overwhelm you and stretch you to your limit!

II. THE CRYING SAINTS: v. 25, Mark 4:38 says that they asked Jesus “carest thou not that we perish?” We followed you out here in this storm. You helped others who didn’t follow; do you not care about all of us who are following? Yes, he cares! I know he cares! They thought he was asleep and didn’t know. They believed that he must not have seen their struggle. Ps 34:15 “The eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous, and his ears are open unto their cry.” Ps 18:6 “In my distress I called upon the LORD, and cried unto my God: he heard my voice out of his temple, and my cry came before him, even into his ears.” Ps 34:17 “The righteous cry, and the LORD heareth, and delivereth them out of all their troubles.” Ps 61:2 “From the end of the earth will I cry unto thee, when my heart is overwhelmed: lead me to the rock that is higher than I.” Ps 34:6 “This poor man cried, and the LORD heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles.” 

III. THE CALMING SAVIOUR: v. 26, He just told the water, the wind, and the waves what to do, and they obeyed! This shouldn’t surprise us! Gen 1:9, on the third day of creation, God said to the waters to get in place and let the dry land appear, and they all obeyed then! He was no less God in this ship with the disciples, and he is no less God today! Ps 89:9 “Thou rulest the raging of the sea: when the waves thereof arise, thou stillest them.” Ps 107:23-29 “They that go down to the sea in ships, that do business in great waters; These see the works of the LORD, and his wonders in the deep. For he commandeth, and raiseth the stormy wind, which lifteth up the waves thereof. They mount up to the heaven, they go down again to the depths: their soul is melted because of trouble. They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken man, and are at their wits' end. Then they cry unto the LORD in their trouble, and he bringeth them out of their distresses. He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof are still.” Ps 29:11 “The LORD will give strength unto his people; the LORD will bless his people with peace.” John 14:27 “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” 

IV. THE COMFORTING STATEMENT: v. 27, We may follow him into the storm, but we must remember that the sea obeys him! Nah 1:3 “The LORD is slow to anger, and great in power, and will not at all acquit the wicked: the LORD hath his way in the whirlwind and in the storm, and the clouds are the dust of his feet.” Rom 8:28 “For we know…” 
Conclusion: II Cor 4:8-9 “We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed.” In v. 19 a man would have followed Jesus, but Jesus didn’t have a home to offer him. In v. 21 a man would have followed Jesus, but he had family problems that wouldn’t allow him. But when Jesus got into the ship, that band of the faithful few asked no questions, sought no provisions, made no excuses, they just followed Jesus into the storm. Oh, and every one of them made it safely to the other side (v. 28). All those who made excuses and failed to follow, missed the storm, but they also missed the miracle on the water and the miracle on the land after the storm! I fear more greatly the consequences of failing to follow than I fear the consequences of following.
