Does It Really Pay To Serve The Lord?
Matthew 19:27

Intro: This passage of scripture deals with the time when Jesus had told the rich young ruler to sell out the god of riches in his life and follow Jesus, if he chose to go to heaven. He had told the disciples that it would be extremely difficult for a rich man to get to heaven, and they had come to question if anybody could get saved (v. 25)? Jesus response was clear (v.26). Yet Peter sought a more specific answer to his question. He wanted to know what was in it for them. We have sacrificed all we have for this thing, and what’s in it for us? He was basically asking Jesus if it was worth it to serve the Lord.

Many of the great men of the Bible have come to the place at some point in life where they ask this question. Sometimes it does not appear worthwhile to the world, and often the saint can not see past his own flesh to have hope of a cause as well.

* Asaph questioned this in Psalms 73:2. He almost slipped until he went to the house of God.

* Elijah questioned this in I Kings 19- He went a day’s journey into the wilderness and asked God to let him die, for fear that Jezebel would have him killed, but when he slept God sent an angel to him and woke him with a cake of bread to eat and a canteen of water to drink. In the midst of his pity party God showed him seven thousand that had not bowed to Baal.

* Solomon sought the answer to this question throughout the book of Ecclesiastes, and he came to the conclusion that without God all of life is but vanity and vexation of spirit.

* Moses questioned God in this manner when the children of Israel railed against him for their desire for meat instead of manna in Numbers 11:11-15

* David asked his brethren this question in the valley of Elah when they were frightened by Goliath in I Samuel 17:29

Today, I am asking you, “Does It Really Pay To Serve The Lord?” The Answer Is YES! It Pays:
I. In the days of prosperity: Abraham and Lot had gotten so wealthy in Genesis 13 that there was not enough room in the fields where they raised cattle for both flocks. They parted, and Lot went to Sodom; nevertheless, Abraham served the Lord. When Sodom and Gomorrah was on fire Abraham sat in the mount and said, “Surely it pays to serve the Lord!”

II. In the days of progress: Phillip started a church in Samaria in Acts 8. All the people of the city heard his message and believe. There was great progress in the church, but Phillip was called of the Holy Ghost to the wilderness where he met a eunuch and preached to him. He was saved. If the crowds at God’s house are 100 or one, it still pays to serve the Lord!!
III. In the days of poverty: II Kings 4 tells of a widow whose creditors were about to take her boys as slaves for her debt. She had nothing but a cruse of oil. God multiplied her oil.

I Kings 17 tells of a widow that Elijah was sent to for food, but she had nothing save a handful of mill in the bottom of the barrel, and a small cruse of oil. Yet the oil stayed and the barrel never went empty until the famine was over. Yes! It does pay to serve the Lord!!

IV. In the days of persecution: In all of Paul’s sufferings he still said it still paid to serve the Lord. II Cor 4:8-9 “We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed: we are perplexed, but not in despair: Persecuted, but not forsaken: cast down, but not destroyed.” He counted it an honor to have faced these trials that he might be a spectacle to the world in how he dealt with them (I Cor 4:9). He counted the rewards greater than the risks!- Romans 8:18

V. In the days of passing: When the hour of death comes it is worth it to serve the Lord. Whether it is you or your loved one that faces death, it pays to serve the Lord. II Kings 4 tells of a Shunamite woman who loved God and God’s prophets. She often made meals for Elisha. She and her husband even made a room for him. She was barren, and she entreated Elisha to pray that she would bare a child. She did bare a son. One day in a field he died. When she saw this she headed to find the man of God. He husband said it was too late, but she said, “It shall be well.” When the servant of Elisha met her he inquired of her, her husband, and her son, and she replied with confidence, “It is well!!” Elisha raised the boy from the dead. Yes! It does pay to serve the Lord!

VI. The Day of proving: come the day of judgement, all will know that it does pay to serve the Lord!!

Conclusion: Many are those who question whether it is worthwhile to serve the Lord in this life, but I will assure you today that is really does pay to serve the Lord. Come Judgement Day all will know this truth, but many will learn it in damnation while only a few will see the truth of it in rewards. Today, will you be saved? Will you be a Christian who truly serves God with a whole heart? Will you sell out all the other gods that occupy space in your life and serve the Lord? Will you take up the cross and follow Jesus?

