ARE YOU IN THE GLORYLAND WAY
MATTHEW 7:13-23
Intro: In the text before us we have five fearful facts that show that it is imperative that a person make sure of his or her salvation experience with the Lord. Jesus tells us the truth in clarity:
· The Truth is not everyone is going to be saved.

· Fact: salvation is simple, free, and available to whosoever will
· Failure: some will not accept this wonderful gift of life in Christ
· The Truth is more will be lost than are saved.

· Broad way: Many travel there. It is for the crowds that flock after sin and the fleshly way of living. Prov 14:12; 16:25. They walk according to the course of this world (Eph 2:2). This means that they aren’t doing anything strange or out of the ordinary. The broad way is just filled with normal people living the way that they decide to live according to their intellect, desires, and ambitions. They do what they want, but they just don’t consider the Lord. This is where MOST people are living.
· Narrow way: Few travel here. These are the ones who have entered at the straight gate. They came in through the door, which is Jesus (John 10). They set aside their selfish wills and personal desires to follow a higher purpose. They have heard the call of Beulah and are on their journey home. They have left the haunts of sorrow and despair. These are not mainstream. These are not ordinary. These are not the “in crowd”. These are the peculiar people, the chosen generation, the called out assembly, the saved by grace, the followers of the cross, the soldiers of the Lamb. These are they who follow God and walk not according to the wisdom of the natural man. They were converted in the shadow of the cross, washed in the power of the blood, strengthened by the presence of his Spirit, directed by the influence of his Word, encouraged by the fellowship of the church, walked in the anticipation of heaven, basked in the presence of his glory, endured the attacks of Satan, resisted the temptations of the flesh, and overcame by the blood of the Lamb and the power of their testimony! These are NOT average or ordinary. This is NOT WHERE MOST people are living.
· Many expecting to be saved will be lost.

· Salvation is not mere words of confession from the lips: v. 22 they were going to hell calling Jesus Lord.

· Salvation is not in works of Christianity: v. 22, they did religious things and said it was in his name, but Jesus was not in their works or in their hearts!
· No one will be saved after death.
· Solemn Words: “depart from me”, they didn’t expect to hear these words at the Judgment. They thought it would be different. They tried to negotiate, but there is no negotiation following death.

· Sad Wasted opportunities: all those days they could have gotten right with God were passed. They knew about him. They pretended to serve him. They surely knew enough to get right with him, but they wasted their opportunities. DO NOT GO TO HELL FROM THE PEWS OF A BAPTIST CHURCH!
· This could be your last opportunity to be saved.
· Summons of death: it could come for you today. This could be your last chance.

· Sound of the trumpet: Return of Jesus. He is coming. No eclipse will be announced. No moons, no fanfare, just in an hour that you think not. You better be ready for him.
Conclusion: Are you ready? Have you?
HAD A TIME OF POWERFUL CONVICTION? Where You Awakened to your Condition- The Fact that you are a sinner. Realized You Are Facing the Sentence (Rom 6:23). Were You Alerted to your Choice of Heaven or Hell? Sin or the Savior? Satan or the Sweet Spirit of God?
HAD A TIME OF PERSONAL CONFRONTATION WITH THE LORD? Do you Remember the Place? Do you Recall the Plea? You may not remember the preacher or the sermon or be able to picture the surroundings, but DO YOU REMEMBER A TIME WHEN YOU HAD A PERSONAL POWERFUL PARDONING CONFRONTATION WITH THE LORD JESUS CHRIST?
HAD A TIME OF PUBLIC CONFESSION? Do you know? Have you become Sure of his work? Have you Shared your story? Have you shared the good news with those around you? Public Confession Is Scriptural. Rom 10:9-11 “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.  For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.” 
HAVE YOU HAD A TIME OF PERPETUAL CHANGE? II Cor 5:17. Have your Affections Changed? Attitudes Changed? Actions Changed? Affiliations Changed?
HAVE YOU HAD A TIME OF PERPLEXING CONFLICT? When you get it right with God, you will have an ongoing battle with the Devil (I Peter 5:8), the Flesh (Gal 5:17), and the World (James 4:4).
Please search your heart today and see if you are truly saved. Be sure you are ready to meet the Lord. Be sure that you have put your will aside to know the Lord and serve him with a pure heart.

