ACCEPTABLE UNTO GOD

Romans 12:1-2
Intro: Paul implores the child of God to offer unto the Lord a living sacrifice, demonstrating to the world that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God. I want to talk with you tonight about what is Acceptable Unto God.
Lev 22:20 “But whatsoever hath a blemish, that shall ye not offer: for it shall not be acceptable for you.”
Ps 19:14 “Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O LORD, my strength, and my redeemer.”
Prov 21:3 “To do justice and judgment is more acceptable to the LORD than sacrifice.”

Eph 5:8-10 “For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light: (For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;) Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord.” 
I. AN ACCEPTABLE PRAYER: I want to pray in a manner that is acceptable to God. I Tim 2:1-3 “I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour;” Some of our prayers are unacceptable. Some cannot be answered as we prayed.

A. THE BLOCKAGES OF PRAYER: Ps 66:18 “If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me:” to regard- to see, look at, inspect, learn about, observe, give attention to, gaze at. You cannot dwell on sin and walk in the Spirit at the same time. This is why it matters so much to what music you listen, the media you consume, the things you talk about. You will clutter up your mind and fill your thoughts with the world thereby defeating your prayer life! Is 59:1-2 “Behold, the LORD'S hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear.” James 4:1-3 “From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your members? Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not. Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.” Micah 3:4 “Then shall they cry unto the LORD, but he will not hear them: he will even hide his face from them at that time, as they have behaved themselves ill in their doings.” Prov 21:13 “Whoso stoppeth his ears at the cry of the poor, he also shall cry himself, but shall not be heard.” Prov 28:9 “He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer shall be abomination.” John 9:31 “Now we know that God heareth not sinners: but if any man be a worshipper of God, and doeth his will, him he heareth.”
B. THE BOUNTY OF PRAYER: Ps 81:10 “I am the LORD thy God, which brought thee out of the land of Egypt: open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it.” Matt 7:7-11 “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. Or what man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread, will he give him a stone? Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a serpent? If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him?” I Sam 1:27 “For this child I prayed; and the LORD hath given me my petition which I asked of him.” James 5:17-18 “Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years and six months. And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit.”
C. THE BLESSING OF PRAYER: John 16:24 “Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full.” Ps 28:6 “Blessed be the LORD, because he hath heard the voice of my supplications.” Ps 18:6 “In my distress I called upon the LORD, and cried unto my God: he heard my voice out of his temple, and my cry came before him, even into his ears.”
II. AN ACCEPTABLE PATIENCE: I Peter 2:18-20 “Servants, be subject to your masters with all fear; not only to the good and gentle, but also to the froward. For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, suffering wrongfully. For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God.” Ecc 7:8 “Better is the end of a thing than the beginning thereof: and the patient in spirit is better than the proud in spirit.” 

A. THE EXAMPLE OF PATIENCE: I Peter 2:21-23 “For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps: Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously:” James 5:10 “Take, my brethren, the prophets, who have spoken in the name of the Lord, for an example of suffering affliction, and of patience.” 

B. THE ENDURANCE OF PATIENCE: II Thess 1:3-4 “We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is meet, because that your faith groweth exceedingly, and the charity of every one of you all toward each other aboundeth; So that we ourselves glory in you in the churches of God for your patience and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that ye endure:” James 5:7-8 “Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain. Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.” Heb 10:36 “For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise.” Gal 6:9 “And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.”
C. THE END OF PATIENCE: James 5:11 “Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy.” Job 42:10 “And the LORD turned the captivity of Job, when he prayed for his friends: also the LORD gave Job twice as much as he had before.” 

III. AN ACCEPTABLE PRICE:  Gen 4:1-7 “And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bare Cain, and said, I have gotten a man from the LORD. And she again bare his brother Abel. And Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground. And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the LORD. And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof. And the LORD had respect unto Abel and to his offering: But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell. And the LORD said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance fallen? If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him.” had respect- It means to look on something with approval, to accept it. I Cor 6:20 “For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.”
A. IT IS A COMPASSIONATE PRICE: John 3:16, I John 4:9-10 “In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him. Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” John 15:13 “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.” Rom 5:6-9 “For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die. But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him.”
B. A COSTLY PRICE: I Peter 1:18-19 “Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:” Acts 20:28 “Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.”
C. IT IS A CLEANSING PRICE: Eph 1:7 “In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;” I John 1:6-7 “If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.”
Conclusion: You will never be acceptable unto God on your own. But, Jesus has made a way for you. Pray in his will. Live in his will. Accept his Son. Put faith in his sacrifice. And when this life is over, we can stand acceptably before the Lord.
