 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Above All Things

I Peter 4:7-11

Intro: It would be impossible to overstate what I'm dealing with in this sermon. I know this to be true because the Bible says to do this “Above all Things”. In Verse seven God’s word tells us to do something above all things... that something is: “To Have Fervent Charity Among Yourselves”. The Word “fervent” is used only twice in the NT (once having to do with prayer and here having to do with love). Fervent means: Having or showing great emotion or zeal; ardent. Extremely hot; glowing.

! 
You can’t have a church where people love too much... we need to increase more and more: I Thess 4:9-10, “But as touching brotherly love ye need not that I write unto you: for ye yourselves are taught of God to love one another. And indeed ye do it toward all the brethren which are in all Macedonia: but we beseech you, brethren, that ye increase more and more;”
! 
Loving like I'm talking about is the essence of obeying God: 1 Tim 1:5, “Now the end of the commandment is charity out of a pure heart, and of a good conscience, and of faith unfeigned:”
! 
Look at it in it's Bible contrast: Prov 10:12, “Hatred stirreth up strifes: but love covereth all sins.”
! 
When One Is Born Again, he has a new desire to love God’s People: 1 John 3:14-15, “We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in death. Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him.” Having or showing great emotion or zeal; ardent: fervent protests; a fervent admirer. John 13:34-35, “A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.”
I. 
Love by Hospitality: v. 9, hospitality is “friendly and generous treatment of guests or strangers.” Hospitality - Take the last 3 letters off of this word and what do you have? Hospital! We need to learn that this is what church is, this is what Sunday School is, this is what opening our homes up to others is... it's being a hospital... It's a way of Loving... We ought to make certain that guests and strangers are welcome and free to seek help from God in this place. 
A. 
This a Bible requirement for a Pastor. 1 Timothy 3:2, “given to hospitality.” Titus 1:8, “...a lover of hospitality.”
B. 
Have you ever thought that if you'll mind God in this way, you might end up entertaining angels? Hebrews 13:2, “Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels unawares.” Do you love people like this? Sow some of it and you'll reap plenty of it...
C. 
While you are loving like this make sure your attitude is right about it: Philippians 2:14, “Do all things without murmurings and disputings.” You remember Mary and Martha serving and hosting the Lord. Martha was cumbered about with much serving, but she did not have her heart given to it. She did so in frustration with Mary instead of it being a joy to serve the Lord.
II. 
Love by Generosity: v. 10, Are you loving like this? A lot of folks love to receive, but what about Giving?
A. 
If you ain't giving you ain't loving! Acts 20:35, “I have shewed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought to support the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than to receive.” Isa 35:3, “Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees.” Rom 15:1, “We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves.” Eph 4:28, “Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth.” Prov 19:17, “He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the LORD; and that which he hath given will he pay him again.” II Cor 9:6, “But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully.”
III. 
Love by Activity: v. 11, Love with all the things you do and say.
Proverbs 25:11, “A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver.” Proverbs 15:23, “A man hath joy by the answer of his mouth: and a word spoken in due season, how good is it!” And don’t only be kind and love by word only... James 2:15-16, “If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit?”
Conclusion: We are to Love with Integrity, Dignity, Sincerity, Simplicity, Equity, Stability. We are to love when we are not loved in return (Matt 5:44, “But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you.”). I want to close telling you about someone who loved me, and I am trying to pattern my life after him:

*They pulled a bag over his head and beat him indiscriminately. His teeth were beaten from their sockets.

*He faced Pilate’s whipping post. Smith’s Bible Dictionary said that it was common for a man to have his intestines hanging out of his body after this beating with the cat of nine tails!

*They laid an old rugged cross on his back, he walked a bloody mile up Calvary’s hill, and Every time he took a step he took a look at me and said, “Toby, I’m doing this because I love you.”

*He reached the apex of Calvary’s Hill, and by the eye of faith I saw him lay down his sinless hand as a tall Roman soldier took hold of it to fasten it to the cross with a long rusty Roman spike, and he drove it through his hands and his crossed feet. Every time the hammer would strike, my friend would call out to me in agony, “Toby, I’m doing this because I love you.”

*I saw the shadow of the cross as they raised it up in the air. I heard the thud as it landed in the hole prepared for it. I saw as his body came completely out of joint and he pulled up for breath. When I hoped that he would pull up no more, and death it seemed would have been a blessing, he gasped for another breath and said to me, “Toby, I am doing this because I love you.”

*By faith I see his sinless blood drain from the rugged cross as the spear is pierced in his side. It drained to where I was and later to the throne where it is deposited forevermore. There it forgives my sins day after day! Three days I see his lifeless body in a borrowed tomb, and on the Easter morn, by the eye of faith I see him arise and say to me, “Toby, I am doing this because I love you!”

*I have determined in my heart to be a friend to Jesus. I have determined in my heart to live for God. I have decided to follow Jesus! I am determined to love others according to his example and his command. John 13:34, “A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.” John 15:12-13, “This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you. Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.”
