A Treasure Chest Of Hope In The Resurrection
Genesis 50:22-26
Intro: We are going to deal today with the resurrection. Job asked the question, “If a man die, shall he live again?” Job 14:14. That is a matter of concern for us today. What is there after death for the child of God. I Corinthians 15:3-4 says that Jesus died, was buried, and rose according to the scriptures. It states further in verse 23 that Jesus was the firstfruits of the dead, signifying that there would be more to come. We are the others to come, and because he got up from the grave, we will all get up from the grave some day. Furthermore, the teachings in I Corinthians 15 say that the Lord rose according to the scriptures. This lets us know that the Old Testament tells us about the resurrection before it ever comes to pass.

1. Psalms 16:10 For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.

2. Psalms 49:15 But God will redeem my soul from the power of the grave: for he shall receive me.

3. Isaiah 25:8 He will swallow up death in victory

4. This chapter, our text shows glimpses of the resurrection in a number of ways, some veiled:

A. It is chapter fifty. Fifty is the number of Pentecost in the Bible, which took place 50 days after the feast of the first fruits, which is a type of the resurrection.

B. We have read five verses (22-26), that’s the number for grace, and we finished our reading at the end of Genesis in verse 26, which is the number for the Gospel- a Gospel that hinges on the resurrection.

C. Joseph himself is a type of Christ in his entire life, so must he be in his death. Notice:

(
He is his father’s beloved son- Jesus was declared to be the same in Matthew 3:17

(
He leaves his father’s house to go see about his brethren- Jesus did the same for us

(
Genesis 37- they hated him and sold him for silver- Jesus was sold by Judas, one of his own disciples for thirty pieces of silver.

(
He was charged of Potiphar’s wife in a crime that he did not commit- Jesus was charged of the Pharisees in a crime of blasphemy and treason, which he did not commit

(
He was imprisoned where he was joined with two men, one was forgiven of the king and the other rejected by the king- just as Jesus between two thieves on the cross

(
Joseph was brought out of prison, exalted on a throne, given a new name, All Egypt and the world bowed to him. Philippians 2:9-11 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

(
Joseph on the throne becomes a dispenser of bread to the people who will ask- Jesus is the bread of life, and I’m glad that he gives his people bread

(
Joseph married, and it was to a Gentile bride- Jesus is waiting to marry a mostly Gentile bride himself one day

D. Joseph’s Story is much like the resurrection story:

(
It’s an Unlikely story- Genesis 45:26 “Joseph is yet alive”

(
It’s an Unbelievable story- Genesis 45:26 “And Jacob’s heart fainted, for he believed them not”

(
It’s an Unmistakable story- Genesis 45:27 “but when he saw the wagons”

(
It’s an Undeniable Story- “I will go and see him before I die”

Yes, Joseph tells us in his life about the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ!

Part II- The Treasure Chest of Hope In The Resurrection

Genesis 50:22-26
Intro: In the first part of our study, we saw how Joseph was a type of Christ both in life and death. In this portion of the subject, I want us to see the foresight of Joseph concerning the things that will happen following his death. Notice:

I. Joseph’s Discernment: Genesis 50:24, He saw:

A. The Slavery

B. The Redeemer, Moses

C. The Exodus

II. Joseph’s’s Demand: Genesis 50:25, He demanded that his body be taken from the land of Egypt. It is important that they took more than the “spirit of Joseph” with them.

Exodus 13:19 And Moses took the bones of Joseph with him

Joshua  24:32 And the bones of Joseph, which the children of Israel brought up out of Egypt, buried they in Shechem, in a parcel of ground which Jacob bought of the sons of Hamor the father of Shechem for an hundred pieces of silver: and it became the inheritance of the children of Joseph.

His body was a memorial unto them of what God had done and was doing. This is a type of Christ’s body. It is a memorial to us that:

A. The Lord has raised our Savior from the dead

B. He is Serving us as Mediator of the Covenant now

C. Just as he was raised bodily, so will we be raised bodily

Furthermore note: “they embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in Egypt” Notice:

A. No Burial- He was not staying there

B. Coffin- it is of importance because after four hundred years Moses knew right where it was. We have that same consolation in the empty tomb, yet I don’t have to see the tomb to know that he is not there.

C. Time came: Exodus 1:8 Now there arose up a new king over Egypt, which knew not Joseph. With this king came slavery, bondage, hardship, tears, heartaches, - Israel would look at that coffin of Joseph and have hope- they had a promise to leave Egypt some day

D. Day Came when they did leave Egypt- the Passover night- Moses carried the bones of Joseph out of Egypt- Across the Red Sea- through the wilderness of Jordan

E. The day came when the swelling of the Jordan stood in front of the people, but Joshua carries the bones of Joseph’s into Canaan- this reveals a consummated redemption. It is the broken, bruised, buried, and brought back to life body of Jesus that will not only get us out of Egypt, but across the Red Sea tribulations, and through the wilderness times, and he will even part the waters of Jordan’s chilling rivers of death!

III. Joseph’s Death: “He was put into a coffin” This verse ends Genesis. The Book

A. Begins with creation- ends with a coffin

B. Begins with glory- ends with a grave

C. Begins with the vastness of eternity- ends with the shortness of time

D. Begins with the Living God- ends with a dead man

Doesn’t it look so sad? Is there really a glimpse of glory or hope in the “coffin” of Joseph? YES! The word coffin in Hebrew means “hope chest.” There is our hope that the king of glory will give life into these dead bodies one day to unite with their souls and be caught from here.

