A SONG TO HELP YOU THROUGH THE NIGHT

Isaiah 41:10
Intro: This portion of Isaiah gives us broad prophecies and truths that hold promises for multiple generations. The close of chapter 40 had given us prophecies concerning the setting stage for the coming Messiah, and he encourages those who trust in the Lord not to quit, but to wait patiently and to endure, even when they are so feeble that they cannot soar with eagles or run the race before them, just keep on walking and don’t faint or give up. Chapter 41 gives us a wide view of God’s long range plan. He begins with a history lesson concerning the lineage of the Messiah. It seems that he rehearses the call of Abraham (that righteous man from the east, v. 2), and how God called him and defended his seed while defeating his enemies. Though he has already promised the people of Israel would be taken apart into Babylonian captivity, he reminds them that he would not forget them. He would have mercy in his judgement. They were still his people (v. 8). He would bring them out of Babylonian bondage, expose as folly the idolatrous gods of the heathens, and restore God’s people in their homeland. The Almighty even calls out the false prophets and gods and challenges them to foretell the future, which they cannot do (v. 22-24). But the Lord Almighty tells us! There is a promised one coming from the north (a picture of Cyrus the king who would release the Hebrews to go back to Jerusalem, v. 25). Moreover, there was an even greater one that would come that would embody God’s person in his flesh (42:1-9). It is the Messiah, the sweet Savior of the world, the light of the Gentiles, and the glory of Israel! God lays it all out for them step by step, and he makes the case that we can trust him as the Almighty, even in the most difficult times, because he knows what lies ahead. These false gods couldn’t tell the future. The idols were silent, still, and helpless. The kings were brutal, unconcerned, and here today and gone tomorrow. God Almighty is the one worthy of your trust! What a wonderful passage of prophetic power and promise! 

But in the midst of it all is a verse of practical application that I want us to dissect. It is a verse of promise, of truth, and of comfort. Is 41:10. It is given in the midst of the prophecies of Israel’s dark time, and it would be for them a song in the night. Job 35:10 “God giveth us songs in the night.” Any fool can sing in the day, in the time of prosperity, in the day of good health, in the day of no problems, in the day of no grief. But, walk the darkened path when shadows come, fears arise, turmoil churns, storms assail, commitment wanes. Then we need a song to help us through the night. We need a song to still our fears. We need a song to quiet our dismay. We need a song to stir our faith. God provides to Isaiah, to Israel, and to us just such a song. Notice:
I. His Presence: “I am with thee”. I am grateful for his promises, and I do believe them all. But, I am so thankful and encouraged when I sense his presence! I not only believe his Word, but I can sense his touch. He is a right now God. He is an Always With Thee God. He is an Ever Present God. I can sing in the night because I am not alone. He hasn’t forgotten about me. I am ever before his eyes, always on his mind, never out of his watchful care. Ps 40:17. A father just being there in the dark times can calm the fears of a troubled child (illustration of Caitlyn and me in Disney in the dark). Sometimes our night comes as we flee the presence of God. The very thing we need is what we attempt to avoid. How foolish it would be to keep running! Do you face a darkened path of shadows or fear? Don’t run; make yourself sing! Fear thou not for I am with thee. A child of God can only be alone because you choose to ignore the company. The Lord will never leave thee nor forsake thee.

II. His Relationship: “I am thy God”. Be not dismayed; don’t get frightened by the devil and the wickedness that abounds. The God of all is our Heavenly Father! May I encourage you to by reminding you just who God is? We don’t serve some idol of a potbellied man who has long been in the grave! Ps 115:3 “But our God is in the heavens: he hath done whatsoever he hath pleased.” The god of the heathen has ears but cannot hear. Their god has eyes but cannot see. Their god has hands but cannot move. Their god has a mouth but cannot speak. v. 29, “Behold, they are all vanity; their works are nothing: their molten images are wind and confusion.” The gods of the world are full of hot air! But our God is a soul saver, a miracle worker, a promise keeper, a sea walker, a blind man healer, and a prayer answerer! Jer 33:3 “Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest not.” Luke 1:37 “For with God nothing shall be impossible.” If He is not your God, make it so today! He will receive you. John 6:37 “All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.” 

III. His Assurance: “I will strengthen thee.” The term translated here literally speaks of propping one up on his feet. It is to give balance or keep from falling. It is like an adult taking the hand of a weary toddler who is stumbling and trying to walk but needs help. I must confess that I can’t even walk without him holding my hand! Do you face the fiery trial? I will strengthen thee. Is your strength almost gone? Is the path steeper than you thought? Is the pressure too much? Is the task beyond you? Is the Red Sea before you? Have the miles become too many? Face your night with this sweet song of assurance. “I will strengthen thee.” 

IV. His Assistance: “I will help thee.” It would be impossible to number the times when I have desperately prayed, “Lord help me!” The gentile woman with a devil possessed daughter prayed like this in Matt 15:25! And he did help her, and he does help me! It is his nature. I have begged God to help me, but it was not necessary that I beg him. It is his plan all along to hear and to answer prayer. When you come to the end of yourself, your knowledge, and your endurance, He has a promise for you. I will help thee. Despair, defeat, or destruction is not at the end of the believer’s rope; God is!
V. His Support: “I will uphold thee.” He will be your prop. Israel had failed God, and they would go into captivity for their sin. But, God tells them that the only thing holding them up would be his righteousness. If I had to stand in my strength, wisdom, righteous works, or my record alone, I would have been in deep trouble long ago. But I am upheld by a righteous, holy, and perfect Savior! I still have my head above the storm waters of this old world because my perfect God never changes. He’s upholding me.
Conclusion: Would you learn this sweet song? Would you learn to sing it in the day? You will need it one night. The darkness will come. But, God is still God even in the dark places.
This verse inspired one of the verses of a great hymn of the church. Verse 3 of How firm a foundation… “Fear not I am with thee; O be not dismayed; I am thy God, and will still give thee aid; I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand, upheld by my righteous omnipotent hand.”
