 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1A RELIGION OF CONVENIENCE
I Kings 12:25-33
Intro: The passage before us describes the act which is so often described in Scripture as the “sins of Jeroboam.” It is referred to more than twenty times in the Word of God.
I Kings 15:30 “Because of the sins of Jeroboam which he sinned, and which he made Israel to sin.”
I Kings 15:34 states that Baasha “walked in the way of Jeroboam, and in his sin wherewith he made Israel to sin.”
I Kings 16:31 says of Ahab that he walked “in the sins of Jeroboam.”
II Kings 13:2 states that King Jehoahaz “followed the sins of Jeroboam.”
II Kings 3:3 states that King Jehoram “cleaved unto the sins of Jeroboam.”
II Kings 15:8 states that Zachariah “departed not from the sins of Jeroboam.”
Jeroboam's wicked influence cast its dark shadow across fifteen more reigns of the kings in the Northern Kingdom of Israel. His destructive influence was felt for more than two and a half centuries, and it was the prime cause of the captivity of the ten tribes of Israel.
Jeroboam's sin revolved around A Religion Of Convenience:
I. CONCEPTION Of A Religion Of Convenience: v. 26 “And Jeroboam said in his heart…” He did not receive revelation from God; he reasoned this in his heart. Man is prone unto this (Mar 2:8). To prevent the people’s return to Jerusalem, he devised in his heart a means to give them a religion of convenience, a religion that did not demand much from them. “It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem,” (v. 28) he told the people. He devised of his own heart a substitute. He didn’t truly intend to institute a new religion or set up a rival deity, but he attempted to establish a system of worship in a more rational and convenient way.

The heart of man is desperately wicked, and out of it there can never come a system of worship that meets the claims of a thrice holy God and the needs of the soul. The inventions of the un-renewed heart are sure to be in opposition to the revelation of the mind of God. Any religion founded on any other book than they Bible is a false religion or cult. Any religion that exalts another book up to the status of the Bible is a false religion or cult. 
It was foolish when we consider the promise of God that he had been given (11:38). What he did was born out of distrust of the promise of God. How often are the many things we do born out of a heart of distrust on the promises of God? He needed to do things himself. Jeroboam was going to trust his own skill and shrewdness rather than God's promise.

II. CHARACTER Of A Religion Of Convenience: This thing done by Jeroboam is common to man. There are characteristics that a religion of convenience shares whether in Israel back in his day or in other places and other times. It is:

A. Way Of Comfort: v. 28, Jeroboam does not want to put the people out. It was a religion of ease. It will not require much of them. It will not cost them anything! David, Jeroboam’s example as a king, said in II Sam 24:24, “I will not offer burnt offerings that cost me nothing!” People are prone to convenience, and when someone offers to legitimize it in the name of religion, many people find such a deal appealing. Jesus, however, never offered comfort or convenience when it came to following Him. Luke 9:57-62. Jesus informs the scribe that following Christ was not a life of ease and comfort.
Jesus’ own life here was not convenient or comfortable! He had to leave heaven and his Father’s side. He was born in a stable, cradled in a manger, owed shelter to faithful friends, and was buried in a borrowed grave. To follow Christ is not going to be a pleasure journey. It will not be without difficulty and trials. Jesus never promised an easy pathway. It will never be convenient to serve Christ! Jeroboam's religion was of selfish expediency and not of sacrifice. He wanted to accommodate the people.

B. Way Of Compromise: The religion of convenience mimics the true religion. It has all the appearance of being right. But, the multitude of compromises costs them power and the presence of God rendering their worship useless!

1. Compromise as to the where to worship: An altar at Dan (north) and an altar at Bethel (south) are set up. Jeroboam retained the idea of a fixed locality for worship; he simply changed the locality for the sake of convenience.

2. Compromise as to whom to worship: He kept the priesthood but with one vital change. They were not chosen from the sons of Levi. There was no regard for purity or inward holiness. They were men of the lowest degree, of the basest sort.
v. 32, “like unto the feast at Jerusalem”, beware of imitations. Far too many have a “form of godliness, but denying the power thereof.” It had similarity, but that was all.

3. Compromise as to what to worship: He set up images. He gave them images that they could see. The desire of the carnal mind is to walk by sight and not by faith. He was appealing to the physical senses of man. He was appealing to the flesh. He gave them something natural to replace the spiritual. Religion that is built on physical entertainment, carnal improvement, and natural empowerment is not of God. There is far too much emphasis on the physical in our worship instead of the spiritual.

III. CONSEQUENCES of a religion of convenience: v. 30, Wherever devotion to God is mingled with convenience, the mixture ruins devotion. Obedience is better than sacrifice. When opinions and feelings become guiding principles instead of God’s Word guiding us, that religion will sink to the depths of wickedness. This religion of convenience was the destruction of Jeroboam's family (I Kings 13:33-34). You will likely lose your children if your religion is but a matter of convenience. 

Conclusion: Is your devotion to God a matter of convenience or conviction? Your children will know. They are fully aware of what means the most to you. They are aware of what you will change your plans for. They know that you only serve God when you have nothing else you want to do! How would you classify your devotion to God? Is it a matter of convenience or conviction?

