A PROMISE THAT IS GLORIOUS
JUDE 24-25
Intro: This epistle of Jude is one of great richness packed into one chapter of God’s Word. There are sermon texts, it would seem, in nearly every verse of this epistle. Today we will look at these last two verses. Verse 24 presents a promise, and verse 25 closes with a doxology of praise. It is a glorious promise for which we will glorify him for the eternal ages. Notice:
I. THE PROMISED PERSON: “Now unto him”, the Lord did not promise us the companionship of men or angels, but he promised us personal companionship from the Lord himself. It’s HIM! He is to be the center of our glory and praise. He is the promise:
A. He is our guide: Psalms 48:14
B. He is our guard:  I Peter 3:12
C. He is our general: Josh. 5: 13-15

II. THE PROMISED POWER: “that is able”, there is no disputing that. HE IS ABLE. Our Lord is not weak. He is not sick. He is not failing or slipping. He is not the God of yesterday, but he is the God of “NOW”. He is able now. “Without me ye can do nothing.” “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” “Our God whom we serve is able!” We’ve got the power in the name of Jesus.
A. His power can keep us from falling: Satan would have you believe you cannot make it. You will surely fall. You may as well give up because you cannot stand in this evil day, but God has the power to keep us from falling as a result of ungodly influences or as a result of yielding hearts.
B. His power can keep us faultless: he will present us, that is to the Father, at the last day, and he has the power to present us faultless, a bride without spot or wrinkle unto God. It will not be because of our goodness, but he will present us faultless because the blood of Christ covers our sin. I Peter 1:18-20 “Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you.” 
III. THE PROMISED PRODUCT: faultless church, filled with glory and exceeding joy. This is especially precious in the book of Jude. Most of the book has dealt with apostasy, ungodliness, backsliding, heresy, Satanic battles, and false prophets, but his promise in his closing words reminds us that God has a plan for his children. It will not always be a battle. It’ll not always be flesh warring with spirit. It’ll not always be a wrestling match with Satan. There will be a day when it will be glory after a while! The promised product is:
A. To produce Praise of His glory: when we come to his presence, our advocate stands before God for us, and we are welcomed home, it will be for the glory of God. Eph 1 tells us that this is why he saved us. He purposed and predestined us to be conformed to the image of his Son, and in v. 6 and v. 12 he says that we should be to the praise of his glory. Eternally, the redeemed will glorify the redeemer who saved us and kept us.
B. To produce a church without spot or blemish: Eph 5:25-27 “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.” 
IV. THE PROMISED PASSAGE: This presentation of the believer is not an earthly event. This speaks of another world, another place, a home that waits us. We will pass from this world to a land far better than this. John 14. When we make this promised passage:
A. We gain a better body: I John 3:2 “Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.” 
B. We gain a better home: Heb 11:16 “But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city.” 
C. We gain a better inheritance: Rom 8:17 “And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.” 
D. We gain a better fellowship: JESUS IS THERE. II Cor 5:1-8 “For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our house which is from heaven: If so be that being clothed we shall not be found naked. For we that are in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened: not for that we would be unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of life. Now he that hath wrought us for the selfsame thing is God, who also hath given unto us the earnest of the Spirit. Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we are at home in the body, we are absent from the Lord: (For we walk by faith, not by sight:) We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.” Ezek 48:35, the last verse of Ezekiel tells us about that New Jerusalem, the gates, the rivers, and the splendors, but it closes with “the name of the city from that day shall be, The LORD is there.” 
Conclusion: This life is not all there is to it. There is more to life than living and more to death than dying. Don’t give up in the face of discouragement and temptation. Gal 6:9 “And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.” There is a glorious promise. If you don’t know the Lord, today is the time to get it right with him. You will never regret it, but if you reject him, you will never cease to regret it throughout eternity.
