A PERSONAL SALVATION

I John 1:1-5
Intro: In the modern time of generic religion, religious form but denying the power thereof, and a great falling away, I still believe in a personal salvation. He’s a personal Savior; He’s a personal friend. And in these first verses of this epistle of first John, he reinforces this truth that is so vital to our Christian experience.
I. A PERSONAL EXPERIENCE: v. 1, Notice that John doesn’t set the foundation of his epistle on something he read in a book, or heard through the grapevine, or got off Facebook. But he founds his epistle on his own experience. “we have heard” “we have seen” “we have looked upon” “our hands have handled”. This is personal. I am thankful to be able to tell you more than what Jesus has done for someone else, but I can tell you what he has done for me! II Peter 1:16 “For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty.” There was a blind man in John 9 who the Lord restored his sight. The Jews asked of his parents whether this miracle had actually taken place, and, if so, exactly what had happened, but they responded, “He is of age; ask him.” John 9:11 “He answered and said, A man that is called Jesus made clay, and anointed mine eyes, and said unto me, Go to the pool of Siloam, and wash: and I went and washed, and I received sight.” This infuriated the Pharisees and religious leaders who argued with the man saying this Jesus is a sinner. John 9:25 “He answered and said, Whether he be a sinner or no, I know not: one thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see.” They could argue with him about religious debates, but one thing they could not argue was his personal experience!

II. A PERSONAL EXLAMATION: v. 2-3, bear witness- to testify to the truth of what one has seen, heard, or knows. to bear witness concerning a person or thing. shew- To bring a message from any person or place, to tell what has occurred. I wonder will you tell it? The first sign of being filled with the Spirit is to share the story with others. Acts 1, as soon as they are endued with power from on high, they became witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the uttermost parts of the earth. Jesus said in John 15:26-27, “But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me: And ye also shall bear witness, because ye have been with me from the beginning.” Acts 5:32 “And we are his witnesses of these things; and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey him.” Acts 4:33 “And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all.” 
III. A PERSONAL ENTRANCE: v. 3, you can go with us to heaven! The entrance is in Christ. The way is Christ, and the only hope we have is Christ! Eph 1:6 “To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved.” Eph 2:19-22 “Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God; And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.” I John 2:9-11 “He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in darkness even until now. He that loveth his brother abideth in the light, and there is none occasion of stumbling in him. But he that hateth his brother is in darkness, and walketh in darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth, because that darkness hath blinded his eyes.” It makes me love everybody; it’s good enough for me!

IV. A PERSONAL ENJOYMENT: v. 3, I Peter 1:8 “Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory:” No, I never saw it, but I believe for me he died! And, one day I will see his face. Today, I walk by faith, but then, faith will end in sight! Today, while on my way home, his love lights the way for me! Ps 16:11 “Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.” John 14:21 “He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him.” John 14:23 “Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him.”
Conclusion: You too can have a personal salvation. You can have a personal, daily, joyful, victorious walk with God. You can have fellowship with the Spirit, insight into the Scripture, and a relationship with the Son of God. You can have confidence that he hears you when you pray. Do not settle for a religious form or what you read in some other person’s book! Settle for nothing less than a personal salvation!
