A NAIL IN A SURE PLACE

Isaiah 22:23-25
Illustration: Two fellows were doing some carpenter work on a Habitat for Humanity house. The first one, who was nailing down house siding, would reach into his nail pouch, pull out a nail and either toss it over her shoulder or nail it in. The 2nd asked, 'Why are you throwing those nails away?'

The 1st explained, “When I pull ‘em outta my pouch, about half of them have the head on the wrong end so I throw them away.”

The 2nd yelled back at him, “You Dummy! Those nails aren't defective! They're for the other side of the house!”

It seems to be a silly story, but our passage today tells us about a nail in a sure place. In this chapter, the office occupied by Shebna under the reign of Hezekiah was going to be taken from him, and Eliakim was going to be invested with it! God warned that he would replace Shebna (the Treasurer, v. 15, and a scribe, I Kings 18:18) with Eliakim (v. 20), and HE shall BE as a nail. Shebna was a proud, insolent, unbelieving, and wicked man who oppressed the people of God’s kingdom. He had already planned a burial plot (v. 16)! God said he was going throw Shebna away (v. 18, “violently turn and toss thee like a ball into a large country”). Eliakim would be given the keys of the kingdom instead (v. 22). He was DEDICATED and DEPENDABLE! God took Shebna down and raised Eliakim up. Shebna stood for death and the grave, Eliakim stands for the Resurrection. As with every prophecy there is primary interpretation and other applications. These verses applied directly to Eliakim as a son of God. They applied to Jesus THE son of God, and it applies to us as sons of God! Compare v. 22 with Rev. 3:7 “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things saith he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth.” 
The POINT of the passage about the nail is that it was ALL HANGING ON HIM! For Eliakim among the OT people, hanging on Jesus for all of us, but sometimes it is just us. God providentially places particular people and possibilities under our care and influence, and we are responsible. We MUST NOT let them fall! God has a PLAN and a PURPOSE for every PERSON in every PEW! Never belittle that which is little! Every little nail in the building today matters, and this church is held together by you being fastened in your place.
Ben Franklin’s argument concerning the importance of details from centuries ago reminds us about the value of a nail in a sure place:
For want of a nail the shoe was lost. For want of a shoe the horse was lost. For want of a horse the rider was lost. For want of a rider the message was lost. For want of a message the battle was lost. For want of a battle the kingdom was lost. And all was lost truly for the want of a nail.
Will you be that nail in a sure place for this place?
I. THE DEVELOPING OF THE NAIL: some of you may be familiar with the measuring of nail sizes… 8 penny nail, 10 penny, 16 penny, etc. the higher the penny bigger the nail. Why? In England the “penny size” of nails was the price in pennies of 100 nails of that size. Regardless of size, no nail starts out as a finished product. There is no such thing as a “Nail Tree”. Metal must be Mined from HARD places! They MINE the ore, then MELT it in a furnace… then it is MOLDED into shape! God SEARCHES us out in the lowest places. STRAIGHTENS us out when we cannot straighten out ourselves. And He SHARPENS us up for his use! Before I knew the Lord I didn’t see the POINT of life! God has DESIGNED and DEVELOPED us to be USED! II Kings 18, we learn that Eliakim was there when Hezekiah needed him! He was an ambassador of the King to the Assyrians while Hezekiah was too sick to go out to meet the brutish Assyrian king, but Eliakim did not even buckle slightly in the face of the enemy! We need some Christians who are TOUGH as NAILS! Ones who won’t get all BENT OUT OF SHAPE under pressure!

II. THE DRIVING OF THE NAIL: Have you ever been driving a nail and hit the wrong nail? God spoke of a nail in a sure place. It is driven up just right.
A. IT IS POINTED IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION: No nail has ever jumped out of the box, ran up the wall and dived into sheet rock! It has to be driven. A nail does no good in the BOX or the BAG! A nail in your FOOT is out of place! A nail in my TIRE is out of place, but a nail out of the box in a sure place is productive. It might appear to just be hanging around, doing nothing, but if it is in a sure place, it’s doing the job.

B. IT IS PLACED IN THE RIGHT LOCATION: Jer 23:29 “Is not my Word like a fire? saith the LORD, And like a hammer?” You do realize that for a nail to get in a sure place, the right place, it must be hammered into place. Have you been hammered before? I’m not talking about being DRUNK; I’m talking about being DRIVEN! Quick, powerful, pounding pressure descends on the nail and hammers it into a sure place! Plenty of preachers have used God’s hammer on my heart and nailed me to the wall! It’s hard to take the beating of the hammer, but it is good to be fastened in a sure place! Let the HAMMER of HEAVEN put you where He wants you! Don’t fold under the pounding. Your children and grandchildren are depending on you; they need something to hang on! Whether it be a MARRIAGE or a MINISTRY, Be steadfast and unmovable. STAY PUT where God put you! This Church is HELD TOGETHER by NAILS in more ways than one! The best SHEETROCK and LUMBER in the world can’t stand up alone!
III. THE DECORATING OF THE NAIL: No one ever walks in a home and says “Oh! Look at that nail in the wall! I love what you have done with that nail!” You know why?  It’s NOT about the NAIL! It is what is fastened to it, hung on it, or set around it. That bothers some folks! They are the shiniest nail in the box! They think they are the strongest nail in the hardware store! This message to Shebna is a reproof of his pride & vanity! When I hang up a family picture, the nail DISAPPEARS! But the family is still hanging on this unseen nail. Many nails hold this church together, and many of them were puttied and painted over! They are not visible, but THEY’RE STILL DOING THE JOB! God doesn’t save us so people will see us; it’s all about having His glory ON US! It’s our job to display CHRIST! John 12:32.
Conclusion: Ezra 9:8 “And now for a little space grace hath been shewed from the LORD our God, to leave us a remnant to escape, and to give us a nail in his holy place, that our God may lighten our eyes, and give us a little reviving in our bondage.” When God showed the world the ultimate perfect picture of love…He hung it on nails! Christ our Carpenter knew what it was like to be on BOTH sides of the nail! He was willing to put up with the pain in order to get the job done! I wonder, "Will you be a nail in a sure place?" Will you be a stabilizing force in others’ lives? Will you pray earnestly that God will make you steadfast and determine to see this thing through?
