A KING AFTER GOD’S OWN HEART
Psalm 27

Intro: There is some debate about the setting of the Psalm before us today. Our title simply says “A Psalm Of David”. Most scholars seem to believe that this was a Psalm written by David or for David just before he was anointed king. The thing is, however, that David was anointed three times. Ps 27:1

1. In Bethlehem from the hand of Samuel, in the house of his father Jesse; I Sam 16:13.
2. At Hebron, after the death of Saul, by the men of Judah; II Sam 2:4.
3. By the elders of Israel, at Hebron, after the death of Ishbosheth, when he was acknowledged king over all the tribes, II Sam 5:3.
Regardless of which anointing that this Psalm was set before, it is sufficient for us to see the implications of the message. David is about to be made king, take on the responsibilities of leading and protecting God’s people, and he is instructed thoroughly that the only way for him to success in this new role is to be totally committed to God, to seek God, and to trust God. This was truly the heart of David, for God called him, in Acts 13:22, “A man after mine own heart.” This doesn’t mean that David was a perfect man or a perfect King, but it does tell us about his motives, his desires, and his faith. We see it evidently in this Psalm, and we would do well to emulate what this Psalm teaches. Notice:

I. HIS COURAGE: v. 1-3, the term “good courage” is in the Bible 13 times. I would say that surely David showed “good courage” in this passage. Joshua 1:9 “Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the Lord thy God is with thee withersoever thou goest.”
A. His Fearlessness: v. 1, David is seen as a fearless leader, the king of Israel, the captain of the armed forces of his day, but his courage is rooted in the Lord. He has found God to be his LIGHT and his LIFE. In the LIGHT of God he found salvation and in the LIFE of God he found strength. II Tim 1:7

B. His Foes: v. 2, David knew about having enemies, but God had a track record. The mouth of the lion, the paw of the bear, the intimidation of the Philistine Giant, or the hatred of Saul could not defeat David. Rom 8:31
C. His Favor: v. 3, The World may oppose me, War may come, Words may be against me, but God is for me. What courage this should give us! John 16:33
II. HIS COMFORT: v. 4-6, David wasn’t without trouble in life any longer, but he had comfort.
A. In The Sanctuary: v. 4, David’s relationship with the house of the Lord is seen in this verse. We know it was true of him; he is the man who was burdened to build the Lord a temple in Jerusalem. He loved God’s house. There are 4 key words in this verse: Desired, Seek, Behold, and Inquire. These are all words David uses in relation to his view of God’s house. Too often the 4 words for others are: Apathy, Forsake, Blindness, and Ignore. 
B. In The Secret: v. 5, David sees God’s house as a secret place, a place apart from the world, a place where God’s people can get relief from the world’s agenda and pressure. He describes God’s house as a place to hide, a place in the tabernacle, and a place on the rock. It is a comfort to know what it is to meet with the Lord in the secret place!
C. In The Song: v. 6, This is David’s song of victory. His head was lifted up as it was anointed. Maybe it is just after his father and brothers had left him out when Samuel came looking to anoint a king in Jesse’s house, or maybe it was after the death of Saul, but David was vindicated and rejoiced. He offered to God sacrifices of joy and a song of praise.
III. HIS CRY: v. 7-9, David knew that just because he had been anointed didn’t mean that he would have no battles. He seeks God for the battles ahead just as he had for those behind. As a king he would need God every bit as much as he did when he was a shepherd. You never get so big that you don’t need the Lord.
A. Answer To The Petition: v. 7, David asks God for three things: Hear, O Lord. Have Mercy. And Answer Me. He was praying in agreement with the will of God. It is his will that he will hear, have mercy, and answer.
B. Attendance To Prayer: v. 8, David had heard the Lord’s call to prayer, and in his HEART David committed to pray. Oh, how it would change us if we truly did what David said, “Thy face, Lord, will I seek.” 
C. Action Of Power: v. 9, seek and ye shall find. There is a powerful answer promised to those who attend faithfully to prayer. Jer 33:3
IV. HIS CONFIDENCE: v. 10-14, David had confidence in God. He knew he had great responsibilities ahead, but he knew that he had a great God! This gave him confidence in his:
A. Home Life: v. 10, I have always had the privilege of knowing that my parents loved me, prayed for me, and wanted the best for me. David came from a good family and probably felt the same way, but he knew that even his closest family members could let him down. The Lord would never let him down.
B. Heritage: v. 11, when charting his course, when developing his heritage over which he would rule, David knew there would come some times when the way ahead would be perplexing. I cannot tell you how many times I have asked someone a simple question only to hear the answer, “Well, it’s complicated.” Life is that way, but David has confidence in God to make it plain. Make things clear for me, black and white, easily discerned.
C. Hated: v. 12, When he was hated he would trust God to deliver him. If you get anointed, not everyone will be happy about it. Some people will hate you for it.
D. Hope: v. 13, The awesome responsibility, the fierce opposition he had seen, the overwhelming reality of what was happening would have just been too much for David, but he had hope! He saw the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living. Whatever would have become of me had I not believed to see. David did not see and believe, but he believed, and that led him to see. And, he saw it in the land of the living. Our hope is not just beyond the grave, it is before us in this life as well.
E. Heart: v. 14, this is the summary verse of the chapter. David, the man after God’s own heart tells us that it is worth the wait to wait on the Lord. When you are on the backside of the pasture following sheep, or fighting giants in the valley, or being ignored by those in authority, just wait on the Lord. Don’t try to force things ahead of his will. God will strengthen your heart if you will just wait.
Conclusion: The best thing for the heart of the king was to seek after the heart of God. If you are not saved, I would encourage you today to seek after his heart in salvation. If you are trying to serve him and tempted to get slack, I would encourage you to seek his heart. If you are one who desires his anointing on your life, I would encourage you to seek his heart. Do you want to be used of God? Don’t try to decide for him how he will use you, seek his heart and wait on God.
