A GODLY MAN’S FAILURE
II Samuel 11:1-4
Intro: This text tells us about the failure of David, one the Bible calls a man after God’s own heart, and it is one of the most colossal failures of all time. David committed adultery with Bathsheba, lied about it, covered it up, tried to get her husband home from the battle to spend time with her so that nobody would know he was the father of the child, and when his plan backfired, he had her husband Uriah killed under suspicious circumstances. In David’s sin he broke a list of the commandments of God!

1. Thou Shalt Not Covet- thy neighbor’s wife, nor husband, nor man servant, nor maid servant, nor his house, nor possessions, nor anything that is thy neighbor’s. David saw Bathsheba, lusted after her in his heart, and coveted his neighbor’s wife.

2. Thou Shalt Not Steal- he stole the one thing that Uriah had that was valuable. Uriah was like the man in Nathan’s parable in II Samuel 12; he wasn’t wealthy. All he had was one precious lamb, but David took it for himself!

3. Thou Shalt Not Commit Adultery- Physical relations before marriage is fornication, and relations outside of marriage is adultery. David took a woman who was reserved unto her husband, left from loving his own wife, and took up with the other woman. Heb 13:4

4. Thou Shalt Not Kill- David had Uriah killed in order to cover up his sinful record. When we do sinful and shameful things, people tend to hurt those around them trying to cover up their trail!

5. Thou Shalt Not Have Any gods Before Me- David’s sin was ultimately a demonstration of his exalting himself. His lust, his pleasure, his will, his desire, his impulses were more important to David than pleasing the Lord. This is the idolatry of self! Many are those who have no little statues around their homes, burn no incense, offer no sacrifices upon the altars of idols, but it is clear that the god “I” is the most important thing in their lives!
Psalm 12:1 offers to us a great summary of this account. “To the chief Musician upon Sheminith, A Psalm of David. Help, LORD; for the godly man ceaseth; for the faithful fail from among the children of men.”  Remember, David’s Sin was the exception in his life not the rule. David was a faithful man. David was a godly man. The vast majority of David’s life would be worthy of our emulation. He was most often a tremendous example for all those around him. David wrote roughly half of the 150 Psalms in the Bible! David was anointed by God to be king. David operated in faith to slay Goliath by a miracle from God. David fellowshipped with God in the solitude of the field and in the public streets of the city. David had a powerful prayer life. David had a gift with music, a touch on his singing and playing, and helped God’s people in song. David worshiped God without apprehension. David held to God’s promises. God’s Word calls David a man after God’s own heart, but in this account the godly man failed bitterly, openly, shamefully, disgracefully, drastically, and publicly! If it could happen to David, fear for yourselves! DO NOT TRUST YOUR FLESH! Don’t think you are above it. Don’t think it could never happen to you. Otherwise faithful people have failed before you. I Cor 9:27 “But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.” 
The consequences of his failure were far-reaching and devastating! David regretted his sin, God forgave his sin, but the price for his failure still hit hard:

· In His home: II Sam 12:10 “Now therefore the sword shall never depart from thine house; because thou hast despised me, and hast taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife.”
· His nation: II Sam 12:11-12 “Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will raise up evil against thee out of thine own house, and I will take thy wives before thine eyes, and give them unto thy neighbour, and he shall lie with thy wives in the sight of this sun. For thou didst it secretly: but I will do this thing before all Israel, and before the sun.” 
· The world: II Sam 12:14 “Howbeit, because by this deed thou hast given great occasion to the enemies of the LORD to blaspheme, the child also that is born unto thee shall surely die.” 
What In The World Would Lead A Godly Man Like David To This Failure?
I. A LACK OF ACTIVITY: v. 1, “David tarried at Jerusalem”. David should have been fighting. Had he been in the strife of battle, he wouldn’t have been in the sin bed! Idleness isn't just the absence of activity; everyone needs regular rest. Idleness is also activities to no purpose. v. 11 describes how serious things were for Israel, and Uriah couldn’t be idle like this. He couldn’t feel right leaving off his duties. The greatest Christian failures are often preceded by the simplest Christian omissions. I have never known a person who went directly from hungering for God to open sin without warning signs. Everyone may not see them, but they are usually there for us, and God always sees. Get busy with God so you don’t have time for the devil! Delight in Prayer. Be Diligent in the Word. Be Dependable in church attendance. Be Dutiful in your service. Serve Daily as a witness! The thing that has literally destroyed many of folks is having too much time on their hands. Get busy doing something productive.
II. A LACK OF ACCOUNTABILITY: David is alone. Because nobody is close by; he thinks nobody has noticed. II Sam 12:12 God said he did this thing secretly, but the Lord still knew about it. Secrets have a way of showing up on us. Numbers 32:23. Luke 8:17 “For nothing is secret, that shall not be made manifest; neither any thing hid, that shall not be known and come abroad.” Every person needs some degree of privacy and individuality, but too often those things that you keep secret are things you know in your heart are not right. The good thing about David and about most of us is that we still have enough shame to be embarrassed over our secret sins, but it would have been better for him and for us to make ourselves accountable unto others and never act on those temptations that show up in secret places. Wouldn’t it have been better, when David was allured by the bathing woman, if he had changed his view, occupied himself with someone and something else, and never gone out of God’s will! Is 29:15 “Woe unto them that seek deep to hide their counsel from the LORD, and their works are in the dark, and they say, Who seeth us? and who knoweth us?” v. 1, Joab was gone- He was in battle. His servants were gone- Those that were with him daily. All Israel was gone. Everyone who really knew David and how to help him was gone. Who knows about your temptations? Do not put yourself in the place where you feel like you are unaccountable to the people who know how to help you deal with your temptations!
III. A LACK OF APPRECIATION: David has forgotten God's blessings. Not one word in II Sam 11 indicates that David communed with God in these times, thanked God for his blessings, took time in prayer; it seems he just failed to appreciate God’s blessings altogether. II Sam 12 refers to David as a rich man with exceeding many flocks and herds. In v. 7, God said, “I anointed thee… I delivered thee… I gave thee… I would moreover have given thee such and such things” God had blessed David, was blessing David, and wanted to bless David, but he got ungrateful and looked to sin to satisfy!
Conclusion: The road to a reprobate mind goes through thanklessness (Romans 1:21). The last days will be marked with people who are unthankful and unholy (II Tim 3:2). When you stop praising God, thanking God, worshipping God, and fellowshipping with God closely, a terrible collapse is imminent!
