 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1A Bag With Holes
Haggai 1:5-7
Intro: The people of God had returned from Babylonian captivity. They had rebuilt the wall and began the reconstruction of the Temple. After laying the foundation, however, they had left off working on the house of God and began to focus on building personal wealth and well-being. And God asked them a question in v. 4. The result of their selfishness and neglect of the house of God was that God would not bless them. He would eat away at their wealth instead of blessing their work. They Abandoned The Church. It is much like today as we see now The Apathy Of The Church. The people of God seemed not to care, but God said Consider Your Ways. See how your money seems to just disappearing. Think about why you are losing so much. The neglect of the things of God will cause you to lose some things. You won’t even notice it until it is gone. Like money falling out the hole in the bag, it will disappear before you realize it. Notice a bag with holes leaves:

I. 
The Loss Of Affection: Rev 2:1-4 God dealt with the church at Ephesus about three things:
A. 
Their Labor: “I know thy works and thy labour” They had good works. They were active in their service.
B. 
Their Loads: “And hast bourne, and hast patience” They bore the burden of the Gospel, of persecution, of working for the Lord.
C. 
Their Love: “Nevertheless, I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.” It seems sometimes that the love of people and their zeal for God is like it was being put in a bag with holes. Slowly but surely it is lost. It is time to consider our ways. Get back to loving God and loving one another. Get motivated to do the right thing and to do it for the right reason.
II. 
Looseness Of Attraction: II Samuel 11:2 “And it came to pass in an eveningtide, that David arose from off his bed, and walked upon the roof of the king's house: and from the roof he saw a woman washing herself; and the woman was very beautiful to look upon.” David should have been fighting the battle, but he was back at the palace. He was enjoying the luxuries of life. He was wrapped up in the benefits of being king and enjoy pleasure, and he became loose in his morals and was attracted to sin and draw away by lust.
A. 
The Walk: He walked onto the roof when he should have been marching into war.
B. 
The Woman: Woman was washing, and the woman was beautiful. I have no reason to believe that Bathsheeba had just moved in next door to David, but in times past, David was not on the roof when she had warmed her water in the sun. But David’s neglect of his duties had left him with a looseness in his attraction. His morality and marital devotion slipped through the bottom of the bag, and he went headlong into sin.
C. 
The Wanting: He was caught with lust. He called for her. And he committed adultery that led to a multitude of other sins.
III. 
A Lack Of Appreciation: Luke 15, The Prodigal left home and the father and wasted his substance with riotous living. When we have a lack of appreciation:
A. 
We Refuse The Father's Comfort: He had things good, but he didn’t appreciate the blessings of sonship. Do you? Have you forgotten how good it is to be a Christian?
B. 
We Roam To A Far Country: He went seeking for something better than what was at home.
C. 
We Reveal A Foolish Conduct: He wasted his substance. It was like a bag with holes.
Conclusion: As if he had heard the message of Haggai, the Prodigal considered his ways. Luke 15:17 “And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father's have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger!” He realized where he was and saw the loss and knew it was better at the Father’s house! You keep going down the wrong road, you cannot end up in the right place. Consider your ways. Return to your first love. Get committed to God.
